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As the author pomts out m hrs preface, a great deal has 
been wrltten on flavonolds, but practical aspects and 
techniques are hardly ever discussed m detad This IS true, 
Indeed, m spite of the existence of such valuable standard 
books as The Systematic Identljicatton of Flavonotds 
(1970) and The Fluvonolds (1975). 

The present shm volume successively deals with lso- 
latlon and analytlcal techmques, UV spectroscopy, 
hydrolysis and analysis of glycosldes, derlvatlzatlon and 
degradation techmques, apphcatlon of NMR and mass 
spectroscopy Thus, it follows the suggested scheme for 
the structural elucldatlon of flavonolds from natural 
sources This arrangement already mdlcates that the 
present booklet IS deslgned by an experienced worker m 
this field for practical use. For example, laboratory 
techniques hke CC and recrystalhzatlon are described, the 
artifact Ion m mass spectra at m/z 149 IS mentloned and so 
on Every student startmg to work on flavonolds ~111 

benefit from this book at the very begmnmg of his work 
and he ~111 probably stdl use it when he prepares his 
doctoral thesis It IS conveniently illustrated wtth dlag- 
rams, there IS one demonstratmg the range of UV 
absorption spectra for different flavonold types, and 
another the NMR spectra with mterpretatlon of the 
signals. The tables concernmg the mterpretatlon of UV 
spectra give a useful summary of the shifts that occur with 
the classlcal reagents m the different flaconold types The 
chapters are written m a clear. concise style and are easy 
to read. The references admirably cover the relevant 
hterature, up to the 1982 edttlon of The F/aronotds~- 
Advances rn Research In my opmlon a copy of this handy 
booklet should be avallable m every phytochemlcdl 
laboratory wherever flavonolds are dealt with. It ~111 
serve as a valuable laboratory manual and It will become a 
reliable compamon for all those workmg klth this group 
of natural products 
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